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CANNOT FAULT THE PLAYERS
PERFORMANCES AND EFFORT

would like to extend a
warm welcome to Mark
Cooper, his Swindon
squad, directors and
supporters to Gresty Road.
| hope you have a safe
journey back to Wiltshire this
afternoon.

Despite having his budget reduced
for this season, following on from the
high-profile spending of Paolo Di Canio,
Mark has still managed to make
Swindon very competitive. If Swindon
can produce a late consistent run they
could yet secure a play-off place. They
reached the fop six last season but lost
on penalties to Brentford at the semi-
final stage.

We need the three points this
afternoon for different reasons. It is still
very tight at the bottom of the league
and if we can go on a mini-run and
pick-up two or three wins then that
would have us in mid-table and close to

Derby delight. Bakes loves getting one over the Vale in their own backyard.

rights until we play them again, which we kept going. If we can play like

relative safety. What we have found
difficult to achieve is back-to-back
victories on too many occasions. It

despite what I considered were good

performances.
I was delighted with the way we

had plenty of chances fo score more
than we did on the day, hut the most

and collecting the three points.
I know how much it means to the

well done. | couldn't have asked for
anything more from them and they

is nice for us to have the bragging

happened again to us in the past week

defended and attacked at Port Vaie. Our
front four were a real handful with their
strength, power and pace and we were

clinical enough to score three goals. We

important thing was winning the game

fans and the players were buzzing in
the dressing room afterwards after a job

thoroughly deserved the win and the
plaudits that came their way. | am sure
our supporters enjoved their day and it

especially as [ thought they were a bit
fortunate to beat 2-1 at our ground back
in November.

The aim for us was to kick on and
take that result and performance into
the mid-week game at Stevenage. We
started confidently and created two half
decent chances in the opening few
minutes but then conceded a poor goal
from our point of view after five
minutes. [t was their first attack on the
night.

T couldn’t fault the players’ effort or
desire to find an equaliser and [ think
that if we would have done we would
gone on 1o score two or three more and
claim that second successive win.
Whilst we were more clinical at Vale
Park, we just lacked that little bit of
quality in the final third and with our
finishing to have got something from
the game. We ceriainly deserved at
least a point, but | was pleased with the
way we played and the manner in

we have over the last two games, then
we will be fine,

We were without seven injured
playvers on Tuesday night and you won't
find me using that as an excuse but that
did leave us a bit short on the bench. |
don't think I have never had so many
players out injured before. Young Liam
Nolan had to come into midfield for
only his second start and full credit
must go to Anthony Grant who
completed almost 90 minutes after
coming into the game with a knock.
Granty was prepared to play through
the pain barrier when we needed him.
That is what we need when we are
scrapping at the bottom of the table.

I have been able to bring in a couple
of reinforcements on loan to help us.
Goalkeeper Neil Etheridge has returned
on loan. He was previously with us back
in November but strugeled with a thigh
injury. We are hoping that his latest set-
back on Tuesday is nothing too serious.
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I know some of you will say that leaving :

Ben out is a bit harsh, but we have to
remember that he is still very young
and inexperienced. I wanted to take him
out of the firing line for a bit, but |
know that I can rely on him.

| have had a chat with him about the
situation and he knows we think he has
a bright future in the game. He has
done fantastically well for us and
I'm sure he is even a bit surprised

he has played so many games in ==l

what is really his first full
seasoln.

At the time of writing
we are also trying to tie up
a deal to bring in the
Middlesborough winger
Cameron Park on loan for
a month. He is a Scotland
Under-21 International and
is highly thought of at the
Riverside. I just think we
need some help with so
many forward plavers
missing.

Ohwviously, the result at Part
Vale was overshadowed by the
passing of our photographer Peter
Warburton so shortly after the game.
His death came as a great shock
and has devastated evervone at
the club. Pete was one of the
world’s nice guys and
he was always
professional in
his work. His
photographs
are all around
us at the

club and at the training ground. He was

- a friend to everyone and he'd do

anything for youw. You never forget
people like him.

Al our thoughts are with Pete’s wife
Pauline, his mum Barbara and sister,
Jane. | am informed that Pauline and

: members of the family will be our guest
. of honours at the game today. | am sure

you will all give Pete a
resounding one-
minute of applause
before the game.
Thanks for
your support.

Steve
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CLUB DIRECTORY

Crewe Alexandra Football Club
Gresty Road, Crewe, CW2 6EB

CONTACTS

Telephone: 01270 213 014

Fax: 01270 216 320

Email: info@cewealex.net

Ticket Hotline: 01270 252 610

Sponsarship and Marketing: 01270 213 014 Ext 113
Alexandra Soccer Centre: 01270 216 682

(fficiol Web-Site: www.crewenlex net

PERSONNEL

Chairman: John Bowler

Vice Chairman: David Rowlinson

Directors: N. Hassall, J. McMillon, R. Cloyton, D. Grodi,
1. Rowlinson,|. Williomson and C. Grant

Business Operations Manager: Alison Bowler
Finance Operations Manager: Andrew Blokemare
Supporters Service Monager: Bev Dyer
Promotions Manager: Morfin Robbins

Press Officers Rob Wikson

Media Relations: Jomes Beckett

Club Chaplain: Phil Howell

Club Doctor: Mike Freeman

Club Historian: Harold Finch

COACHING STAFF

Maonoger: Steve Dovis

Assistant Manager: Neil Baker

Technical Diredtor: Dorio Grodi

Academy Manager: Jomes Collims

Fitness Conch: Andy Franks

Senior Physiotherapisi: Reb Sharp
Assistant Physiotherapist: Nick Dakley
Community Project Manager: Ray Walker
Head of Retrvitment: Chris Jahnson
Acodemy Recruitment Officer: Phil Swift
Acodemy Operation Manager: Poul Anthrobus
Kit Man: Mark Cunningham

Video Analysis: Gerald Parfon, Charlie Ager

HONOURS

npower League Two: Play-Off Winners 2011/12
Football League Division 2: Runners Up
2002/7003, Play-Of Winners 1996-1997
Football League Division 3: Third and promoted
1993/94

Foothall League Division 4: Third and promoted
1963-64, Fourth and promoted 1967/68, Third ond
promated 1988/89

FA Cup: Semi Finalicts 1888

Leagwe Cup 3rd Round: 1975, 1976, 1979, 1993,
1999, 2000, 2002, 2008

Welsh Cup Winners: 1936, 1937

FA Youth Cup Semi Finalists: 2003/04
Foothall League Most Admired Club: 2005
Joknstone's Paint Trophy Winners: 2013
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n the absence of
club captain Abdul
Osman, the vice-
captain Matt Tootle
has followed fellow
Academy graduates
Ashley Westwood, Adam
Dugdale, Harry Davis and Luke
Murphy by leading by example
when in possession of the
armband. Tootle is exiremely
proud to lead this Crewe
Alexandra team and it could be
argued that the extra
responsibility has only
enhanced his performances.

Tootle has been our most
consistent performer this season
and he has featured in 33 of our
38 matches so far this season.
Despite still only being 23, the
Widnes-based defender has
made a staggering 193 first team
appearances already. If it goes
according to plan and Tootle
avoids injury and suspension he
will mark his 200th game
against Coventry City at the
Alexandra Stadium on 29th
March.

“Adbul is the club captain and
when he is fit and in the team
then he is our captain, but I am
proud to be vice-captain and to
wear the armband when Abs isn't
there,” says Matt.

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS
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“T am honoured to captain the
club and it was an emotional
moment for me to lead the team
out against Port Vale. To wear the
armband and to win the game was
something special.

“I try to lead by example and
hopefully I have done that in the
games. | think I do that even when
I have not got the armband
because I consider myself to be
one of the senior players now
because of the amount of games
I've played.

“We were pleased with the way
we performed at Port Vale. They
couldn’t cope with our front four,
especially before they made the
early changes. We could have
scored more than the three we did.
It would have been no
exaggeration to say that we could
have scored six or seven. [ thought
we battered them.

“We know that the Port Vale

in different circumstances because
of what it means fo the fans and to
everyone associated with both
clubs. We were all delighted for the
fans, especially for those that
made the effort to come and get
behind us at Vale Park.

“Our fans were fantastic and
stuck behind us and it was nice to
get that result for them.”

ULD BE
LE OF HAVING
SISTENT RUN

Tootle played an integral role

. in inspiring our 3-1 win over
| the Valiants. He led by example.
* Matt, as usual, defended

~ resolutely up against Daniel
Jones and then the in-form Doug

Loft when Mickey Adams

- changed his shape.

“T wanted to do my bit in the
final third of the pitch. 1

. managed to have two shols in the

. first half and won the penalty at
- a crucial time,” explains the

' right-back.

game is different and is played out

“I was saying at half-time that
we didn't want the game (o go
like the Bradford game. We were
on top in that game and leading

for the second half and really
came at us.
“We knew that Mickey (Adams)

- would get into them at the break
- and they would come flying out
: but we got that penalty just a few

. minutes info the second half and
- Chuks (Aneke) tucked it away.”

~ goon a consistent run and a 1-0
. loss at Stevenage on Tuesday

- achieving back-to-back wins for

- periods of the game.

¢ consistent. We seem to have a
* good resuit and can’t follow that

- because I always feel confident
¢ - that if we play well then we can
- beat anyone on our day,” says

\ Port Vale and our front four are

- us a chance.

. was a blip and now we have the
. chance to bounce back again

. against Swindon.

1-0 at half-time but they came out
| place earlier in the season. It was

Crewe have struggled to really

night prevented us from

a third time this season. An
early goal from Francois Zoko
proved to be the difference
despite Crewe dominating large

“We have to try and be more

up. I don’t know why that is

Matt.
“If we play like we did against

as unplayable as that then we
will be just fine. They always give

“I think the Stevenage result

“We didn’t perform at their

one of our worst performances
for a while but I am sure they
will see a different Crewe this
weekend. We have improved a lot
since the start of the season.”
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CAPTIONS

CREWE ALEXANDRA

Aneke (70 pen)

1

BRENTFORD

Judge (9,.52), Forshaw (61)

Sky Bet League One

The Alexandra Stadium
Date: 15th February 2014
Attendance: 4,812

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS

1. Brad Inman holds off the
intentions of Brentford's
full-back Alan McCormack.

TN i -

2. Anthony Grant and Jon
Guthrie attempt to stop
George Saville in his
stride.

-

3. Ben Garratt is helpless as
Adam Forshaw's wonderful
shot from close to 35 yards
whistles into the top
cOrner.

4. Chuks Aneke gave Crewe a
slight lifeline with a calm
penalty.

5. Our former striker Clayton
Donaldson started for the
league leaders.

WWW.CREWEALEX.NET
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TEAM LINE-UPS

 Crewe Alexandra
2. Matt Tootle

16. Jon Guthrie

9. Mathias Pogba
14. Brad Inman

Brentford

11, Will Grigg (29)

21. Ben Garratt

4. Harry Davis
5. Mark Ellis

8. Abdul Osman
26. Chuks Aneke
22. George Evans
42. Anthony Grant

From The Bench...
11. Byron Moore (8)
29. Billy Waters (14)

27. David Bution
4. Adam Forshaw

5. ~ Tony Craig

6. Harlee Dean

8. Jonathan Douglas

9. Clayton Donaldson
12. Alan McCormack

17. George Saville

18. Alan judje

24. Jake Bidwell

29. Marcello Trotta

From The Bench...

15. Stuart Dallas (18)
22, Jake Reeves {4)

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS
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A tribute to

PETER WARBURTON

veryone al Crewe Alexandra was deeply

saddened by the passing of our club

photographer Pete Warburton last weekend.
Peter was taken ill shortly after the final whistle at
Vale Park.

Despite the tremendous efforts from the paramedics
on the scene and the staff at University Hospital North
Staffordshire, Pete sadly passed away a few hours later.

Crewe Alexandra would like to thank everyone who
did their best to give Pete a chance and to our friends at
Port Vale Football Club for all their assistance and kind
words.

Pete was a real unsung hero of our Football Club and
loved taking photographs of his beloved Crewe
Alexandra. He was a talented photographer, who would
travel the length of the country to watch the
Railwaymen and provide a collection of photographs for
the supporters and players to enjoy.

One of our abiding memories of him was of him
taking photographs of the Crewe supporters on
Wembley Way as they made their way into the Stadium
for the Play Offs and Johnstone's Paint Trophy Final. We
never asked him to do that.

He was one of the nicest men you could wish to meet
and he would be forever say ‘not a problem’ when we
asked him to do something for the club.

Pete, 60, was celebrating his tenth season with us
and has provided a collection of images that will forever
chronicle the history of Crewe Alexandra. He simply
loved sport, being around people and photography. His

OFFICIAL MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OF CREWE ALEXANDRA FC

work with local charities and with children with speci:
needs and behaviour problems is something he took
great pride in.

Crewe boss Steve Davis said: “The passing of Pete put
a real downer on what had been a good day. it was
devastating and our thoughts are with his wife and family
at this difficult time.

“When these tragedies happen you always question
things, especiaily when it is one of the good guys.

“I had a good relationship with him and he was a
familiar face that I always saw at the games, both at home
and away. | would always shake his hand on the pitch at
the away games because he was always there early.

“I spoke to him after the game on Saturday about
getting some of the pictures framed. He was very
professional in his work and his photography was first
class for us.”

He added: “Pete was a good, all round guy and his
passing has been devastating jor everyone at the footbail
club.”

Club Chairman John Bowler said: “Pete was another
servant of the football club who was appreciated by
evervone. He produced a large collection of photographs
over many vears and I'm sure they have been enjoved by
many of our supporters.

“He was a really genuine, pleasant man, who will be
sorely missed by all the staff here.”

Our deepest condolences are with his mother
Barbara, his wife Pauline, sister, Jane and with all the
friends he was made in the local community and
through his connection with the foothall club.

continued >

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS
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THE BRILLIANCE OF

PETERWARE
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The club have picked seven of Pete’s magnificent photographs that
always bring our smile to our faces.
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Old Chester Road
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Tel: 01270 528 327
www.TheBarbridgelnn.co.uk
TheBarbridgelnn@hotmail.co.uk

Who'd be a player eh?
They only get oranges
at half-time!
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he bad weather in recent

weeks has caused chaos in

the Football League calendar,
but for Crawley Town postponed
games have moved on from a
nuisance to a major problem.

Crawley haven't played a home
game in League One since
December 29th and now have no
free midweek dates left this season.
Should another game fall foul of the
weather the Reds would be forced to
play, Saturday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday.

The pitch problems at Crawley
seemingly hit a peak last week after
two more postponed games.
Crawley called their home game
with Carlisle off at 12.15 ¢n
Saturday February 15th, before
postponing their home game with
Tranmere at 6.15 the foliowing
Tuesday

Understandably the ciub came in
for a lot of criticism following these
late postponements, prompting
Chief Executive Michael Dunford (o
say: “Tam sick and tired of it, it'sa
wtal embarrassment. | apologise.
We'll be having words with the

sroundsman to try and find a remedy

for this.”

NEWS FROM 15

Days later Dunford wrote an
open letter to supporters that read:
“It has been a trving few weeks for
everyvone connected with yvour club.
As you are aware, we have only
plaved one home game since
December 29 because of a
combination of the condition of our
pitch and the exceptionally wet
weather.

“We all know that historically our
pitch is a problem, not helped by the
wettest winler since records began,
and we daccept that we must mprove
the main areas of concern on the
pitch during the summer to give our
plavers a surface thar reflects our
starus as a League One club.

“Having consulred with pitch
experts, and in conjunction with our
landlords Crawley Borcuzh Council,
we are starting a two-day
programme ari the end of rhis week,
which we are confident will improve
the poor areas of the surface, and

allow the club to stage games as
scheduled between now and the end
of the season.”

The posiponed game agains

I'ranmers Rovers was set to be a
big game for Rovers who just 24
hours previously had suspended

OFFICIAL MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OF CREWE ALEXANDRA FC

manager Ronnie Moore over an
alleged breach of betting rules

A club statement read: “Tranmere
Rovers have today announced that
with immediate effect Manager
Ronnie Moore has been suspended
un#il the conclusion of a Football
Association investigation info a
potential breach of betting rules.

Assistant Manager John McMahon
has been placed in temporary charge
of first team affairs. The Club will be
making no further comment until the
outcome of the investization.”

Elsewhere in League One,
Coventry City manager Coventry
City boss Steven Pressley has
admitted losing prolific strikers
Leon Clarke and Callum Wilson is
forcing him to find new ways of
winning matches.

Clarke moved to Wolves in
January after scoring 18 goals,
while 15-goal Wilson has not played
since dislocating his shoulder on
New Year's Day.

"We now have (o find a different
way to win, * 40-year-old Pressley
told BBC Coventry and
Warwickshire. “Finding a way to
adapt is my responsibility and part of
my job. "

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS
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Accredited Training Providers

“Safe Operators are
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Visit our website: WWw_handson-safety-services.co.uk
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ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL
WORK UNDERTAKEN
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Proprietor:
Kevin Westwood
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Tel: 01782 613654
E-Mail: sales@chocyholics.co.uk




ark Cooper’s Swindon Town

remain very much in the

hunt for a play-off place.

Following a8 mid-wesk home

draw with Crawley Town,

the Wiltshire club are hot on
the hesls of Peterborough United in the race
to finish in the top six.

Cooper, 45, has certainly siabilised things
at the County Ground fellowing the
controversial exit of Paolo Di Canio and the
rather short tenpure of Kevin MacDonald. The
former Aston Villa coach had helped Swindon
reach last season’s play-offs but they were
unfortunate to lose on penalties to Brentford.

Cooper has done a sound job: working
with a reduced budget compared to that Di
Canio was presented with in getting the club
out of League Two and challenging for
promstion to the Championship. Cooper has
been asked to promote the youth of the club
and the likes of Nathan Thompson, Louis
Thompson, Michae] Smith and Mark Francis
have all benefitted from that change in policy.

With the bundeet! aiteration, the likes of
Alan McCormack, Aden Fiint and the former
Crewe leanes Gary Roberts departed the club
in the summer.

Of course, Swindon has a sirong
connection with Tottenham Hotspur with
Nathan Byrne, Jack Barthram, Trov Archibald
Henville and Massimo Luongo all previousiy
with the North London club. The relationship

Grant Hall and Alex Pritchard currently on
loan.
That is not to say Cooper hasn'l created a

SWINDON AIMING TO REPEAT
PLAY-OFF APPEARANCE

has continued with the excellent Rvan Mason,

nice blend of vouth and experience, 35-vear-
old Darren Ward has a wealth of playing
experience after recently celebrating his
500th league appearance. The former
Blackburn and Preston defender James
McEveley, midfielders Ryan Harley and Andy
Willlams provide ihat experience edge.

Goalkeeper Wes Foderingham, Dany
N'guessan and Yaser Kasim are all highly
thought of as this level. The former Newt
striker Niis Ranger, 22, has certainly has had
his fair share of misdemeanours off the pitwch,
but if Swindon can get the best out of him
then he remains one of the best strikers in
the division. Ranger sulferad a torn
hamsiring on Valentines” Day and is not
expected to play again this season. It is a blow
considering his return of 10 gozls in 28
appearances. Young Smith has been asked lo
fill his boots.

In an awTully tight division where anyone
can beat anyone, Swindon have had their up
and down days. They emphatically beat Crewe
50 hack in August, and won 4-0 away at
Rotherham in October. They also put five past
Port Vale and won 3-2 at Vaie Park last
month. Victories against the likes of Coventry,
Peterborough, Colchester, Shrewsbury and
(PR in the League Cup have shown their
credentials. On their off days they have
suffered defeats to Shrewsbury, Walsall,
Stevenage, Gillingham and were dumped out
of the FA Cup by a 40 loss to Macclesfield.

Both teams need the three points for

different reasons this afternoon, which should

for another exciting clash at Gresty

Road,

MEET THE opposTITioN| 17

Salctrigr s Indne™s

FACTFILE

Nickname:
Manager: Mark
First Team Coach:
Year Founded:
Home Ground:

a

Record Transfer Fee Paid:
F800,000 f )
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ONES TO

WATCH

THE GOALKEEPER

WES FODERINGHAM

Wes Foderingham signed for the Town in January 2012, joining from Crystal Palace. The 23-
year old initially joined the Robins on loan in October 2011 and made his debut at
Accrington Stanley, keeping a clean sheet in a 2-0 win. A string of fine performances saw
him earn a permanent contract and has now made 130 appearances for the club.

THE DEFENDER

DARREN WARD

The former Millwall defender Darren Ward initially signed a loan deal with Swindon but that
was quickly converted into a permanent deal in the summer of 2013.

The 35-year defender arrived at The County Ground with a solid Football League career on
his CV. He started his career as a youngster at Watford making 67 appearances, including a
number of Premiership games before then Lions boss Mark McGhee brought him to The Denin
a £500,000 deal in 2001. Darren has also played for the likes of OPR, Wolves and Crystal Palace.

THE MIDFIELDER

RYAN HARLEY

The Bristol-born midfielder began his career with his hometown club Bristol City but his
appearances were limited to just two games. He later found regular football at Exeter City
and his form saw him land a move to Swansea City in 2011. After find it difficult to break
into the first-team picture at the Liberty Stadium, he signed for Brighton after a successful
loan spell back at Exeter.

The 29-year-old enjoyed a brief loan spell at the MK Dons in January 2013 before joining
Swindon on a permanent deal that summer. He has made 21 appearances this season.

THE FORWARD

YASER KASIM

The Iragi Under-23 International started his youth career with Tottenham but left White Hart
Lane in search of first-team football. He signed for Brighton and made his debut against Notis
County in May 2011. His chances were limited with the Seagulls and Kasim had to move out on
loan to Luton and Macclesfield in order to gain first-team football.

Following his release from Brighton, Kasim signed a three-vear deal with Swindon afier
impressing on trial. The 22-year-old winger has scored twice this season.

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS WWW.CREWEALEX.NET
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THE STAR MAN

RYAN MASON

The former England vouth international is currently
on ioan from Tottenham Hotspur and he will fondly
remember facing Crewe Alexandra earlier in the
season. The 23-year-old scored his first professional
hat-trick in an emphatic 50 win at the County
Ground back in late August. He could have scored
four but his last minute penalty was saved by Alan
Martin.

Mason has also been on target this season against
Wolves and Brentford, The creative
midfielder has also spent time
out on loan with Yeovil Town,
Doncaster and Millwall.

He was a prolific goal scorer
for Tottenham's Youth teams
and his form in the FA Premier
League saw him rewarded with
a debut in the UEFA Cup
against NEC Nijmegen in

November 2008. Ryan = . THE MANAGER
has made four o : B

el 5 MARK COOPER

Nn IR AP R R

} The Wakefield-born Cooper was a midfield
& player during his 22-year career and he
f represented 17 different clubs in the Football
League and Non-league. He is best
remembered for his two spells with Exeter City,
the first where his father Terry was manager. He
later became player manager of Tamworth and
guided them to the third round of the FA Cup on
two occasions before the lost to Sioke and
Norwich.

He later managed and played occasionally for
Hinckley United and then Kettering as they won the
Conference North title in his first season. The club
also reached the fourth round of the FA Cup before
losing to Fulham.

His success at Kettering saw him appointed
Peterborough boss in November 2009 but after
only one win in his 13 games he was sacked.

Mark rebuilt his career back in the non-league
scene with Darlington and briefly at Telford before
he was appointed assistant manager to Kevin
MacDonald in 2013. He later replaced MacDonald
as manager in the summer.

a
)
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GARDINER

rewe Alexandra’s

former

midfielder Mark
Gardiner, started his
career at Swindon as
an apprentice and
made his professional
debut against
Mansfield in April 1984.

He spent a further
three seasons at the
County Ground, but
made just 10
appearances before
moving to Torquay as
part of a swap transfer
involving Phil King.

In August 1988, he

WWW.CREWEALEX.NET
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1. Tober Weston poses for the
Swindon Town photocall in
1921,

Swindon fans jubilant
against West Ham in the
FA Cup fifth round in 1964.

. The Town's greatest
moment as they celebraie
lifting the League Cup in
1969 following 2 3-1 win
over Arsenal.

. Ossie Ardiles and
goalscorer Alan
McLoughlin celebrate

‘promotion to the old First

- Division in 1990 but the
club were demoted due to.
illegal payments made to
players.
Glenn Hoddle guides
Swindon into the Premier
League following a play-off
win over Leicester City in
1993.

. Swindon lift the League
~Two title in 2012.

: ___'I"fm Lite

3
.
T

i

was snapped up on a free
transfer by Dario Gradi and
after being transformed from
a left-back into an attack-

minded midfielder, Mark went N OTABLE

on to become a firm favourite

with the Alex fans. His record CO N N ECTI 0 N So
of 42 goals in 222 matches ®
stands up with the best. After
seven years with Crewe, Mark
later finished his playing days
with Macclesfield, Chester,
Northwich and Nantwich

before embarking on a career
with the post office.

Billy Bodin, Gareth Whalley, Ashley Westwood, Peter
Abbott, Tom Armstrong, Peter Coyne, Tony Grant, Marion
Broomes, Keith East, Fred Chandler, Colin Prophett,
Anthony McNamee, Alan Sheehan, Alan Navaro, Paul
Edwards, Gary Roberts and Teddy Ware.
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THE ROBINS IN NUMBERS

@ The number of assists Alex
Pritchard has made for Swindon this
Season. Also reflects the number of

clean-sheets they have enjoyed in the
league.

(8 The number of yellow cards
collected by Pritchard this season.

(4) Red cards collected by Swindon

this season, they have also received
62 yellow cards.

€iD>) League goals scored by Harry
Morris between the years 1926-1933.

(30 Caps won by Rod Thomas for his
beloved Wales.

£1.5 million Transfer record
received for Kevin Horlock in January
1997.

@ Record number of appearances

made by the legendary John Trollope
between 1960-80.

a31$50Q 4L
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Il CREWE ALEXANDRA v SWINDON TOWN 24
oo

MATCH FACTS ) | MATCH FACTS
Crewe have gone four ” Swindon have won the
home league games last two league
unbeaten versus meefings with Crewe,
Swindon, winning their scoring nine goals and
last three. conceding one.

SHOTS % SHOTS
(EX. BLOCKED) ON TARGET SHEETS
% GOALS CORNER AV.GOALS CONCEDED
T0 SHOTS KICKS (IJII(EDED PER GAME
GOAL TIMES % GOAL TIMES
Il scoreD [ CONCEDED Il soReD [ CONCEDED
= opta



2013-14 STAT PACK

LEAGUE ONE TOP FIVES

GOALS

1 & ASSOMBALONGA s |6
27 2 LOWE e | §
3 & BALDOKK e =
4 @ (ARKE ST | 5
5 %3 MOONEY TSRS |

SHOTS ON TARGET

| & DONALDSON  sesssssssssss— {7
7 {2 BAMFORD e se e )
3 & WILSON T |
4 & BALDOCK ]

S @ (ARKE mesTemoTecCTsenoecr 3]

crailc MOIVEn 1
O-L i.:':};t_'.,‘) ”\ 'r'U{.iiLI’ i

| & LOWE N Y]
7 ‘& BALDOCK T e e D)
3 & EMMANUEL-H.. e {5
4 & ANEKE s |

5 @ WESTARR eSS B e
FOUL

1 2 HANSON e — ——— " ———l|]
7 % GRIFFITH s e e 4T

3 % DONALDSON =sssss— 56

4 @ FREKLINGTON 56

5 I=) DAVIES 53
LEAGUE ONE SPOTLIGHT

Declan Rudd has kept more clean
sheets than any other League One
goalkeeper this season (14).
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LEAGUE ONE SPOTLIGHT

Of all regular third tier goalkeepers,

Carl lkeme has the best save

percentage rate (81%).



MEET THE OPPOSTITION

26
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oday’s meeting with
I Swindon Town will see

the Railwaymen look to
continue an impressive recent
home record against Town. In
the last three meetings with
Swindon at Gresty Road, the
Alex have recorded three
wins.

A Byron Moore brace helped
secure a 2-1 win for the Alex
last season, while in the season
before goals from Nick Powell
and Ashley Westwood saw the
Railwaymen run out 2-0
winners. Going back further to
the 2008/09 season, the Alex
recorded a 1-0 victory over
Town with Shaun Miller
bagging the only goal.

BOGEY MAN...

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS

ALEX LOOKING FOR
HOME FORM OVER THE

It is a good job Crewe’s home
record against Town is good,
because their away record
against the Robins over the last
three seasons has been very
poor! Swindon have won every
game, scoring 12 goals and
conceding just the once.

The first of these three wins

A] Leitch-Smith and Harry Davis
congratulate Nick Powell on his
opening goal against the Robins
in 2012. :

came in Paolo Di Canio’s first
game in charge of Swindon.
Town ran out 3-0 winners with
goals from Callum Kennedy,
Oliver Risser and Aden Flint. In
the following season Swindon
beat Crewe 4-1 with a brace
from Adam Rooney and goals
from Jim Collins and Massimo
Luongo.

Surely things couldn't get
waorse for the Alex earlier on in
this season? Well they did as
goals from Massimo Luongo,
Nile Ranger and a Ryan Mason
hat-trick saw Town emphatically
beat Crewe 5-0.

Moving on further back,
Swindon just edge the Alex in
terms of victories with 13 wins
to the Railwaymen’s 12. Notable
victories for Swindon come in
terms of a 2-0 win at Gresty
Road in 1998 courtesy of a brace
from Iffy Onuora as well as
another 2-0 win in 1996 with
goals from Kevin Horlock and
David Preece.

The first meeting between the
sides in April 1969 also ended
in a Swindon win as Town won
2-1 at Gresty Road on Friday
April 4th.

WAYNE ALLISON

hankfully Crewe
Alexandra won’t be
lining up against Wayne

Allison this afternoon, during
the late 90's the powerful
forward had quite a record
against the Alex, both for
Tranmere Rovers and
Swindon Town.

Allison started his career with
Halifax Town before a move to
Watford and then another move
to Bristol City. After five years
with City, Allison made a big ]
money switch to Swindon Town !
in July 1995 and went on to
score an impressive 31 goals in
103 league appearances.

One of those goals came in

WWW.CREWEALEX.NET
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Swindon’s 2-0 win over the Alex
in August 1997 but later that year
he would move on to
Huddersfield and then Tranmere
Rovers. It was with Tranmere that
he really began to haunt the Alex
with three goals against us during
the 1999 /2000 season, inciuding
a brace in a 2-0 win for Tranmere
at Gresty Road.

Thankfully, the new season
brought a change in luck for the
Alex who record two 3-1 victories
over Tranmere the following year

as Rovers were relegated from
the second-tier. Allison went on
to move to Sheffield United and
then Chesterfield before ending
his playing career in December
2008 after a brief spell in the
non-league with Chester.

In total Allison made 878
career appearances, and found
the back of the net on 208
occasions during his 21-year
professional career. Allison also
reportedly commanded over
£2million in transfer fees.
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CAPTIONS

1.

Kenny Luni’s penalty
beats Swindon's Bart
Griemunk but hits the
foot of the postin 2003.
Swindon won the game 1-
0.

Goal poacher supreme
Colin Little opens the
scoring in a 2-0 win for
the Alex in January 1998.

Julien Baudet raises his
boot to Swindon striker
Billy Paynter in 2008.
Paynter was later sent off.

Anthony Grant puts a
challenge on Alex
Pritchard at the County
Ground back in August.

. Ryan Mason scored a hat-

trick in Swindon’s
emphatic 5-0 win over the
Alex earlier this season.

HEAD TO HEAD
Crewe Wins 2
Swindon Wins 13
Draws 4

LAST TIME OUT
League One

31st August 2013
Swindon

Crewe

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS




THE IMP
EDLESTON ROAD, CREWE

SKY AND SETANTA SPORTS
LIVE BANDS
2 POOL ROOMS

Mark Bebbington : Architectural Technician

PLANS DRAWN

For Planning & Building Reg's Applications:
+Extensions

*Conversions

*Alterations

Call 01948 664094 or 07747824757
for free, friendly advice & quotation

STUDY SPORT AT
REASEHEATH

hes
www.reaseheath.ac.uk

Crewe Alexandra FC
runs on Calor LPG

Why not heat your home, fuel your
business or cook on Calor LPG

To find out more contact
Calor on 0800 626 626

aalor.co.uk u}?‘”ﬁ @
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MISSING OUT ON
OUR TIPS?

We really are getting quite good at our tips of late.

Last time in the programme we wrote about our tip that Chuks
Aneke would score against Sheffield United and last weekend we
called another successful tip.

We called that Mathias Pogba would score the first goal in the
Alex’s game with Port Vale and after the big man opened the scoring
at Vale Park, supporters would have been left thinking what might
have been if they missed out on our 7/1 tip!

All of these odds come courtesy of Sky Bet so before you have a
flutter on the Alex in future, make sure vou check out crewealex.net.
To make things better soon as you sign up and deposit through
www.skybet.com/crewe your Football Club will get an instant £10 as

well as part of our sponsorship agreement! Therefore there is no
better place to stake your money or in this case FREE money each
week that with Sky Betr.

: '
All the match highlights and reaction from
the derby now on Player.

OFFICIAL MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OF CREWE ALEXANDRA FC

WEB NEWS m

THE ALEX ON

Tube

If you haven't looked at Crewe
Alexandra’s Official YouYube channel,
then what on earth are you waiting for!
This free service is the ideal way to see
behind the scenes action from within
Crewe Alexandra Football Club.

Whether it is training footage, tunnel
cam, or clips from matches, Crewe
Alexandra's YouTube channel has it all.

In the past few weeks we have featured
in the Football League's top YouTube
videos with a clip of a dog charging
around the Gresty Road kick-off. We have
also shown you Billy Waters walking into a
door, the Alex fans celebrating at Vale, as
well as much much mere.

So what are you waiting for? Logon to
www.youtube.com /crewealexandrafc
and get involved now!

ONE SUBSCRIPTION
- MULTIPLE DEVICES!

Of course, Crewe
Alex Player remains
the number one
place for Alex fans
to stay in touch with
their football club and it has just got
even better. Not only can you now see
all the latest news and views from
Crewe Alexandra Football Club, you can
now see them on the move after Player
was made available on tablets and
mobile devices.

Player %

By downloading the Official Football
League app you can then access all of the
Player videos on the move by simply
lagging in using your existing username. Of
course you need 3 current Player
subscriptien to be able to do this.

A player subscription starts at just
£37.99 for a year. Player brings you all the
live match commentary from all of Crewe
Alexandra’s games, extended match
highlights, pre and pest-match reaction and
much more. With this now made available
on the move, there really is no better time
to get involved with Crewe Alex Player!




Probably the
best supporter
| in the wor ld

Probably the best lager in the world...
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HUMBLE SIR TOM WASN'T
ONE FOR CONTROVERSY

ra
g % F &

The iconic splash image of Sir Tom Finney taken at Stamford Bridge in 1956.

n Friday 14th February, the

football world was to hear of the

death at the age of 91 of Sir Tom
Finney, the former Preston North End
stalwart and also a regular member of
the England International squad.
Nowadays it is now becoming a rarity for
a plaver to be with just one club for the
whole of his plaving career, that is a feat
that he completed with Preston North
End. What is even more remarkable is
the fact that during all the years that he
served with Preston North End it was in
the era when players were paid what
was known as the maximum wage.

Crewe Alexandra have played Preston

North End in various leagues during
their history but Sir Tom never appeared

at Crewe in a conventional League
fixture. However, the records show that
during the period when wartime football

was in operation, that Sir Tom did in fact

play in a wartime game at Gresty Road.
He made some journeys to see Preston
North End play at Gresty Road and [ had
the pleasure of meeting him on a couple
of occasions. What a privilege it was for
me, a delightiul person, such memories
mean a lot.

F.A. Cup games can be defined in
various categories, and in each and
every season there are bound to be
incidents that will define the outcome.
Whenever and wherever our teams may

play we would always hope that
* tefereeing decisions would be fair. The
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game between Arsenal and Liverpool
was a very hard fought game. Arsenal
were two goals up but a successfully
converted penalty brought Liverpool
closer and there was still time available
for that to happen. One of the top
referees in the country, Howard Webb
could have made it a very different
ending. On the one hand, footage quite
clearly seemed to see a clear penalty
claim be denied, and in another incident
a second vellow card against Garrard
was also not given. What happened, a 2-
1 win for Arsenal.

Keeping with penalty incidents, the
game, in fact the first one between
Manchester City and Barcelona saw how
quickly a game can wirn in favour of a
team. In the second half, we all know of
the prowess of Lionel Messi and what it
means 1o his team. He went down, a
penalty was given although the cameras
clearly show that the incident did not
occur in the penalty area. Furthermore
the Manchester City player was given a
red card. If that incident had not
imvolved Messi would the decision of the
referee siill have been the same? |
wonder.

There are usually draws in games,
but it was only in the game between
Hull City and Brighton which had such
an ending. Hull won the replay 2-1 on
Monday evening. Last season winners,
Wigan Athletic have to take on the team
they beat in the final at Wembley. This
time it will be at the Etihad.

If Arsenal go on to win the FA. Cup
in 2014 it would mean that they would
have taken their total of wins into
double figures. Their first win came in
1930 when they defeated Huddersfield
Town 2-0, and the last time they won
was in 2005 when playing Manchester
United, on that occasion it took a
penalty shootout to decide the winners.

Our game against Pori Vale last
weekend was one, when for the first
time in our clubs history iwo brothers,
Harry and Joe Davis were on opposite
sides. In addition with Steve Davis being
our manager, there were in fact three
members of the family involved on that
occasion. Crewe fans were well
represented for that latest game but it is
doubtful that any of them would have
been aware that prior to that last game,
the highest score that Crewe had
achieved away to Port Vale was in
Season 1987/88, when, in the 28th such
meeling Crewe won 3-2. Now in our 31st
game we improved that record when
winning 3-1.

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS




B&E ENGINEERING

We are a family run Engineering
Business, established in 1987.

We have a full range of machine tools,
standard and CNC operated.

We also offer facilities for welding and
product assembly.

OUR SPECIALITIES:

One Off Prototypes
Small Batch Production
Quantity Production Runs
Assembly Projects
Development

First Avenue, Weston Road,

Crewe CW16BG

Tel: 01270 586958

Fax: 01270 585042

E-mazil: salesf@dbeengineering.co.uk
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Your winning tcam — “delivering’ the goods fi
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= wwwdmhlreworkmarcouk =
® Embroidery & Heat Seal
@ Polo’s & Sweats
® Trousers & Safety Footwear
® PPE & Hi-Vizability

@ No Minimum Order

® same/Next Day Delivery t
TEL: 01270 588 200
&®
+
= =

&= HH

; S
e HELLY HANSER PORI“L I

Pesk Peclormaner Q-‘

(REGATTAY [THVV/ .V

Unit &, Gateway, Crewe Gates Ind Estate,
Crewe, Cheshire, CW1 EYY




BEHIND THE SCENES | 3.3

First game? Doncaster at home in the jPT.

Proudest moment? It has to be winning at Wembley.
Day to forget? Brentford X3.

Toughesti ever opponent? Other than Brentford, I'll go for John Brayford.
Who has had the biggest influence on your career? My family.

Best banter? Byron, Granty or Kelvin Mellor.

Worst gear? Ben Garratt.

Worst Haircut? Max Clayton because I know he'll get upset
about it.

Most Intelligent? Garratt again.

Least intelligent? Billy Waters, he walks into doors.

The most hammered? John Johnston gets it for me.

First car? | don't drive, | have a chauffeur.

Favourite Song? Rather Be - Clean Bandit ft Jess Glynne.
Your worst subject in school? I'll go for History.

If you weren't a footballer, what would you be doing? Athletics.
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Dane Bank House
Dental Practice

e Our team of highly qualified dental professionals, nursing staff and
7\: receptionists are all here to guarantee you leave with a smile!
o ——
e BDA Dr C Hopkins B.D.S., MSc, M.G.D.S. R.C.S
E - ~—"Goodpractice & Associate Dental Surgeons
. o S

* Cosmetic treatment
* Facial rejuvenation
Implants

* Crowns/Veneers
Zoom! Bleaching
Sedation

Dentures

Fillings

* Endodontics

01270 665774

www.danebankhouse.co.uk
reception@danebankhouse.co.uk

305 Nantwich Road, Crewe, Cheshire, CW2 6PE




HAROLD FiNCH | 37

MEMORIES BY COURTESY OF

Press Reports

eason 1986/87 was one

which saw Northampton

Town win the Division Four
Championship by a clear nine
points margin from Preston North
End in second place, Southend
United 3rd and Wolverhampton
Wanderers in 4th place. Crewe
were to finish in 17th place with a
total of 53 points. On the 28th
November 1986, Northampton
Town visited Crewe, however, the

result proved to be one that Crewe

had not anticipated. The

final score was Crewe Alexandra
0 Northampton Town 5.

It was a number of months later
that the return game with
Nerthampton was due to be played.

Nerthampton were still playing their |

home games at the Abingdon

Avenue Ground, it was a ground that |

was shared with the
Northamptonshire County Cricket
Club. No doubt there will be many
Crewe supporters who will
remember the moveable wooden
stand that was erected on one side
of the playing pitch for every home
game,

Reading a match report from the
away game on the 29th April, there
were some interesting comments
regarding a penalty awarded to the
home team. “Northamplon were put
on the way to promotion uand the
Fourth Division Championship by the
‘home penalty’ o end all penaities™
writes Brian Beard. “With a noisy
crowd of nearly 9,000 roaring them
on the home side enjoyved most of the
early pressure but the Alex stood firm
and Parkin was rarely troubled.”

“It was in the 24th minute when

. Hill played Morlev in for a run into

. the Crewe box, but Pemberton was

| faster than the home striker and he
made a perfectly good challenge and
- even touched the ball back to safety,
. Morley seeing the possibility of the
 situation threw himself at the Alex

| full back from fully six feet before

- coming to rest in a convincing

: prostrate position.”

He continued ‘Convincing has to
be the word for the dive convinced the

' referee to award the home side a
attendance was only 2,381 and the °
. penalty was reinforced by late

penalty. Doubt as to the validity of the

revelation that Morley had performed

Crewe Alexandra fans had a
wasted trip to the Old Dell in the
FA Cup in 1996.

- ‘the same party trick' on three

* previous occasions. Northampton did
" not score again until early in the

- second half but Peter Bodak scored a
- late goal for Crewe.”

Postponements of league and cup

| games and sometimes inevitable,

' but at the same time, as far as is

: possible teams and also supporters
: would be advised to save both

. unnecessary coach and train

| journeys. There is however one

journey for a cup game which most
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certainly did not go according to

| plan.

In Season 1995/96 Crewe had

. been drawn away to Southampton in
. the third round after they had
| defeated Mansfield Town at home in

round 2. Scheduled for the 22nd

. January 1996, the team had started
. out on Friday afternoon and, after

stopping overnight would finish the
journey on the Saturday morning.
News had been received from

| Southampton following a pitch

! inspection at 11.00am and the

| ground was declared as being fit for
| play. Supporters coaches were also

- on route and in fact completed the

: journey to the Dell, then the home of
: Southampton F.C. They were

- stunned to discover notices which

| had been posted which stated that

¢ the match with Crewe Alexandra

¢ had been ‘called off due to Health

. and Safety reasons. The match will
now be played on Wednesday 7th

| February.’ The team coach arrived

¢ shortly after the supporters and

: they were also very surprised by the
. postponement.

Roy Greer, the then reporter for

' the Crewe Chronicle, had arrived at
' the ground as early as 10.00am and
i the staff already there explained

i about the Health and Safety

Restriction. There would not have
been any toilet facilities fora
capacity crowd of 15,000 or no water

| for fire hoses if needed. When the

| game at Southampton was played, it
| ended in a 1-1 draw but then they

| defeated the Alex 3-2 in the replay

' at Gresty Road. Since that time there
: has been no other cup tie postponed
: for the same reasons as the one at

: Southampton.

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS




CHESHIRE

BATTERIES

We Have Every Sort Of
Battery And We Deliver!

Trade and Public

On Site Servicing. Competitive Prices.
Products Readily Available. Emergency Fitfing
Advisory Service. Professional & Customer Focussed.

01270 255 493

383 West Sireet, Crewe,
Cheshire, CW1 3HY

www.cheshirebatteries.co.uk

10% OFF any purchase when

this programme is presented

Care and Support Workers required in this area
We are looking for coring ond seff motvoted individuols to jon our teom
We offer:

% Compstitive rotes of pay

® Flexible hours

® Fyll induction: ond froining

® On-going supervision and carser development cpportunities

= Full support in your rols

& Free uniform

Employment subject fo enhanced CRB check

Cor 01260 277597

BEST WESTERN

MANOR HOUSE

HOTEL

COME ALONG AND SEE OUR NEWLY
REFURBISHED WEDDING SUITE, STABLES
BAR AND HOTEL FACILITIES

THURSDAY 6TH MARCH
WEDDING OPEN EVENING

SPRING PARTY NIGHT

lnourrefwhshedlisagerSute
3 course dinner and disco @ £25.00 per person
Bed & Breakfast @ £32.50 per person

MONDAY 17TH &

CH

2 dine for £30.00 in our Ostier Restaurant,
Includes a 3 course evening meal. Maximum of 8 people

| Tobook please call BEST WESTERN Manor House Hotel on 01270 884000
Audley Road, Alsager, Stoke-on-Trent, Cheshire ST7 20Q
www.manorhousealsager.co.uk

Why not now choose to travel

with Bakers in your free time?

With excellent holiday and awayday destinations
there’s sure to be something to take everyone’s fancy.
For more information about holidays or awaydays
then please call us on 0800 298 0498 now.

Coach Hire 01782 522101

Holiday Hotline 0800 298 0498

www.bakersbus.co.uk
email: sales@bakerbus.co.uk

The Coach Travel Centre, Prospect Way, Victoria Business
Park, Biddulph, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire, STS 7PL
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OFFCIAL SPONSORS OF

GRESTY THE LION

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR

LOCAL JUNIOR TEAMS

Crewe Alexandrs is delighted to
welcome a number of local junior’
teams to the Alexandra Stadium. We
hope you have a great day with us.

If you missed out this time then
don’t worty because the club will be
inviting junior teams for our
forthcoming home game against
Oldham on March 15th. If you are a
manager or coach of a junior team
under the age of 11, then please
contract ticket office manager Bev
Dyer for more details on 01270
252610.

We would like to say a huge thanks
to the following junior teams: Ruskin
Park Rugrats, Sandbach United,
Ruskin Pzrk Rhinos, Cheshire Blade
Dragons U-9s, Beechwood Primary,
Crewe Cavalier Tempets U8 and
Hurricanes U106, Crewe Arrows U7-
U10. Crewe Cavaliers Storm FC U-9s
and to Chris Thompson for bringing
his school team.

birthday package for our
young fans and are now
taking bookings for our
March matches against
Oldham, Notis County and
Coventry. Call Laura Adams on
01270 213014 ext 121 or vis email
ladams@crewealex.net now to
book your birthday bash. First come
first served.

On offer in the family lounge
prior to a first team home match:

B For 10 juniors under 11 years of

age.

2 Adult Match Tickets (All match

tickets are for the Family Stand).

Burger/Hotdog, Drink and

Chocolate Bar.

Match Day programme for 2l 10

children.

PA message plus a message and

photo in the Matchday

programme.

Pitch side Photograph on the day

with a first team player, (emailed
across to the
parent/guardian).

Happy
HAVE YOUR .:“dl””'v. B Signed Ball

BIRTHDAY
PARTY AT THE
ALEX!

Crewe Alexandra
is now offering 3
matchday birthday
package that
combines live
football with a load
of birthday treats.
We are offering 2

Presented to the
Birthday Boy/Girl by
Gresty the Lion.

Additional children
£10.00 each. Must be
st least 1 Adultper 5
children.
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CREWE MASCOTS

Name: ETHAN FISKE
Age: 5 willbe 6
tomorrow on 2nd
March. Happy Birthday
from Mum, Dad &
Lucas x

Hobbies: Playing
football and watching
the Alex

Favourite Alex Players:
Chuks Aneke and Byron
Moore

Name: JOE TAYLOR
Age: 10

Hobbies: Goalkeeping
at the Crewe Alex
Soccer Centre, karate
and swimming.
Favourite Alex player:
Steve Phillips, who also
coaches Joe at the
community centre
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CAPTIONS

. Steve Davis braves the
adverse weather
conditions at Gresty
Road.

. The Alex show their
respects with a one-

~ minute silence for Tom
Finney.

. Vadaine Oliver,
Mathias Pogba and
Chuks Aneke enjoy
some pre-training
breakfast.

. Mark Ellis and Liam
Nolan stretch in the
Yoga session.

.- Carrent number one
Ben Garratt gets down
to save in training.
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all over...? -?
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Vincent McMahon of WWE
fame is interested in
buying Newcastle United.

FIT AND proper test

ormally the news that Vince
‘the Genetic Jackhammer'
McMahon was eyeing up

your club would send fans

spiralling into despair.

But when the alternative is Mike
‘the fan antagoniser’ Ashley, it's litile
wonder that Newcastle supporters are
prepared to welcome the WWE
supremo with open arms.

So what if he knows nothing about
football and looks like a pensioner
who got his coffeemate confused with
a protein shake? At least he won't sell
your best playvers and rebrand the
stadium... hopefully.

So in tribute to McMahon, 2 man
who has wrestled Stone Cold Steve

characters dressed as suicide
bombers, here are some other crazy
owners from down the vears...

AURELIO DE LAURENTIIS Napoli
Bought Napoli in 2004 after seeing an

advert describing them as bankrupt
and in need of an owner. A film
director, he knew absolutely nothing
about football, but has since restored
Napoli to the top echelons of Serie A
and is widely regarded as one of the
most prograssive owners in Italian

. football.

Not that he isn’t a little nuts. When

- Swiss midfielder Gokhan Inler was

. signed from Napoli in 2011, De

: Laurentiis presented him at the press
| conference wearing - for absolutely

i no reason - a rubber lion mask.

And a few months later, he

: stormed out of the annual live show

| 10 announice the season’s fixtures

: after Napoli were handed a tough run
: of games.

Austin and thinks nothing of inventing |
- us,” he shouted outside. “Enough is

: enoueh, I'm going back to cinema. I'm
. ashamed to be Italian! I want to

* change citizenship!”

“It’s all been mapped out against

Brilliantly, he then jumped on a

. stranger’s Vespa scooter and yelled

‘Take me out of here!’ before being

- chauffeured off into the night.

' KEN BATES Chelsea/Leeds

Famed for his savage tongue and

: eagerness to sue all and sundry,
. Bates has been despised by fans -

both his own and opposition - pretty

- much everywhere he's been.

And it seems the feeling is mutual
- in his Chelsea days, Bates called

| fans “parasites” and even submitted

plans to install electrified fences
around the pitch at Stamford Bridge
to keep the hooligans at bay because
‘it worked on my farm’. The council
said no.

RATKO BUTOROVIC FC Vojvodina
Locking like some kind of hideous
cross between Himmy Saville, Eminem
and Doc Brown from Back to the

. Future, Butorovic - who died last ysar
| - was without question the strangest-
¢ looking owner in football.

A former bodyguard, the Serbian

| hotelier thought nothing of pairing a
: white suit with a white string vest,

: nor of accessorising it with MR T

: style medallions.

Nor of wearing an LA Lakers puffa

i jacket, a backwards cap, an lton
: Maiden T-Shirt and a diamond
| crucifix.

And ves, he was in his 50s.

i SAM HAMMAM

Wimbledon /Cardiff

Every bit as unhinged as the Crazy
Gang he assembled, Hammam's more
famous stunts at Wimbledon included
bringing an Elephant to Selhurst
Park, locking Robbie Earle in a toilet
until he agreed to sign for the club
and even forcing Spencer Prior to eat
a sheep's testicle. Later, he promised
to ride through the streets of Cardiff
on the back of yet another elephant if

{ the Bluebirds won promotion.
{ Thankfully they did not.
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MILES APART IN
WAGES, BUT
LEGENDS OF THE

t the peak of his
prowess, Tom Finney
made £14 per week.
He enhanced his
wages by working
part-time as a plumber
in his native Preston. On match day, he
downed his tools and took up
terrorising full-backs for his boyhood
club. Due to his ability with both fest,
Finney was comfortable playing on
either wing. He could play centrally
with equally dazzling results and
always scored goals. His tally of 30
goals in 76 Internationals places him
joint sixth with Nat Lofthouse on
England’s allHime goalscoring list. Only
the likes of Charlton, Lineker, Owen,
Greaves and Rooney remain ahead of
him.

Finney, like his friend and rival of
that time Stanley Matthews, was
capable of performing the classic
winger's speciality of beating the
opposition full-back and delivering a
cross into the penalty area or reaching
the by-line and pulling it back for
grateful centre-forwards. Many experts
felt that Finney was more efficient than
Matthews.

His extraordinary career would
perhaps have been more impressive if
the country had not heen forced into the
Second World War by Nazi Germany.
Finney was conscripted and fought in
the Middle East and Italy. On his return
from battle he inspired England to an
unforgettable 10-0 win over Portugal in
Lisbon. Under the new England

Sir Tom Finney was twice named Football of the Year.
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manager Walter Winterbottom, Finney
excelled playing on the left with
Matthews on the right. Barely a year
later, Finney scored twice in a 4-0 win
over [taly in Turin.

The Italians adored him and Palermo
tried to lure him to Sicily with a
financial package that made his £14
ook measly in comparison. The
Sicilians offered him wages of £120 a
week, a signing fee of £10,000
(equivalent to £500,000 today), a new
Ferrari car and free travel home
whenever he fancied it.

The Preston chairman Nat Buck
steadfastly refused any lucrative move
to occur. Clubs possessed more power in
those days and Buck's stance was best
summed up with the immortal words,
“You can forget about all that. If tha’
doesn't play for us, tha’ doesn't play for
anybody.” That was that and Finney
would play out his entire career at
Preston North End.

Although he won the Football of the
Year award in 1954 and again three
vears later, he never lifted a major
trophy for his beloved Preston North
End. With Finney as their talisman
Preston finished runners-up in the old
First Division on two occasions and
were narrowly beaten by West
Bromwich Albion in the 1954 FA Cup
Final. Finney had been struggling with
an injury at Wembley and admits that
he wasn't truly at his best.

In his later years at Preston, Finney
reverted into a deep lying centre-
forward role before a persistent groin

injury forced him to retire in 1960. Later
to be knighted in 1998, Sir Tom was
always impeccably modest and an
exemplary sportsman. He was never
booked during his career and was kind
and courteous to anyone who had ever
the privilege to meet him. Sir Tom died
at the age of 91 on Valentine Day’s night,

of this country's greatest ever foothallers,
That glowing endorsement should
also apply to Wayne Reoney. The

Manchester United forward has scored

an impressive 38 goals for England in his
88 appearances. He is on course 1o
surpass Sir Bobby Charlton’s record of
49 goals and now that he has signed a
new five-and-and-half year deal with

- Manchester United, his club record of

249 goals. Rooney frails that particular
record by 41 goals and currently only

" has Charlton, Jack Rowley and Denis Law
: ahead of him.

While Finney would bring a
wheelbarrow of plumbing tools to
training, so he could rush to his next job,
Rooney has recently signed a deal worth
a reported £300,000 per week. That
equates to £30 per minute. It is an
obscene amount of money but it is now
the going rate. If you consider that film
stars can command £12 million per film,
or that an NFL. or NBA player can
command a contract worth in excess of
£20 million per yvear then why shouldn’t
foothallers earn what they do? Football
is still an entertainment business and
television companies pay millions for
broadcasting rights.

Like him or dislike him, Rooney

: arguably remains the face of the FA

. Premier League and is England’s

| outstanding player. It would have been
: ablow if he had rejected a new offer

- from Manchester United and moved

: abroad. It is good for our country that

: we can retain our best players and

but he will always be remembered as one °

provide that platform to perform in our

: top league.

Of course, the signing of Rooney on a
long-term contract is also hugely
beneficial to Manchester United and
their manager David Moyes, who has
come in for some severe criticism
during his first season at Old Trafford.
If Sir Alex Ferguson had remained at
Manchester United then maybe Rooney
would have pursued a move. Moyes has
been able to turn that situation around

. and although the figures are
mindboggling it actually makes good

business sense.
Rooney has committed his future for
the remainder of his career and it

| would cost close to £40-£50 million to

replace him plus wages. It has shown a
declaration of intent that the current

. champions, despite the threat of not

qualifying for the Champions League,
can still hold onto to their better players
and attract good players like Juan Mata.

In much the same way as Finney,
Rooney has been and will continue to
be a talisman for club and country. His
personality and modern day wage
packet differs greatly to that of Finney,
but his statistics are up there with
legends of the game.

(]
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Whether it’s cashback or
easy-to-control credit, we
could have the right
credit card for you.

capitalone.co.uk
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NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS

AVISIT YOUR NEW MARATHONBET SHOP AT
7 EARLE STREET. CREWE. CW12BS
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ver the last few
weeks, Crewe
Alexandra defender
Jon Guthrie has
slowly gone about
establishing himself in the Crewe
team. After earning a recall to
the Alex side for 3-0 victory over
Sheffield United, Guthrie has
kept his place in the Alex side for
what has been some challenging
games for the Railwaymen.

After solid displays against the
likes of Bradford City and
Brentford, Guthrie produced
arguably his best performance in
an Alex shirt as the Railwaymen
achieved a derby victory over
Port Vale last weekend.

While he couldn't help the Alex
follow up that win against
Stevenage in midweek, Guthrie is
understandably pleased with the
way February went for him,
although he is all too aware that
there is plenty more work to be
done.

Guthrie’s current deal with the
Alex expires in the summer and
the defender is determined to
extend his stay in South Cheshire
by earning himself a new
contract,

Ahead of this afternoon’s
meeting with Swindon Town,
Guthrie tock his time to speak to

the Matchday Magazine and
reflect on a rollercoaster week
for the Alex as well as his own
future.

Jon good to speak to you, by all
accounts an up and down
week on the pitch for the boys?
Yeah definitely we obviously had

a great win last weekend at Port
Vale and all knew how important
it was to follow that result up at
Stevenage. Unfortunately we
couldn’t quite do that but we are
still feeling quite positive

Yeah the result and the
performance at Vale Park can
surely give the boys a lot of
confidence for the remainder
of the season?

It was a massive win for us and
did bring confidence for the boys.
We obviously want to win every
game but that one was exira
special for the fans so it was
really pleasing to get the result.
Like | said it was disappointing
that we couldn’t quite follow it up.

Would that defeat against
Stevenage have knocked the
mood a little bit?

| think our confidence is high at
the minute to be honest,
Generally our form has been quite

IN SESSION....
JOHN GUTHRIE

Guthrie Growing With Confidence With Every Game

good and | think we are just
looking to find that extra
consistency. If we can get a string
of results | think it could really
help us.

And for yourself you must be
really happy with the way the
last few weeks has gone for
you?

It is good to be playing again but |
know that | just have to keep my
performances up. Kelvin (Mellor)
is waiting on the side lines and he
is an established player, so | just
have to make sure | keep playing
well to stay in the team.

A run in the team is surely
benefiting you?

I think it just gives you a
confidence boost really. We as a
team have been playing well and
the results have been fairly good.
| am feeling fairly well but | know |
need to keep my performances
up-

Do you feel like you are
growing with every game that
you are involved in though?
Yeah you don’t just get
confidence from each game, you
are learning with each game. The
experience | am getting can only
benefit me. | am really enjoying it
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but | have still got plenty to learn
and to imprave on.

How do you think your Port
Vale performance rated in your
career?

| thought | did well in the game
and it was a great experience for
me to be involved in a big game
like that. Hopefully | can be
involved in more big games like
that in the future.

There are a lot of people who
are making sure that you keep
on improving though?
Definitely. All the coaches help
and you can learn from watching
the players in training too. The
whole club is helping me out. The
manager keeps me on my toes
too. He praises you when you
need to be praised but also tells
you when you have got
something wrong in the game.

Of course you will hope that
this run of games in the team
can earn you a new deal with
the club?

Being in the team can't be doing
me any harm and hopefully | can
prove that | deserve another
contract here. | just have to keep
going and hopefully the reward
will come for all the hard work.

Up next for the boys is another
big game against Swindon
Town?

They are all big games for us
now. We just need to keep on
picking up points and that is
what we will look to do again. We
had a heavy defeat against them
earlier on in the season, so we
will want to make up for that and
put in a good display.
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PRAISE & GRUMBLE 01782 208 008

BBC RADIO STOKE

with GRAHAM McGARRY

rewe defender Mark Ellis says he

hopes his performances will

warrant him being offered a new
contract.

Ellis is among a number of first team
players whose contract expires this
Summer.

He told BBC Radio Stoke he won't be
knocking on the managers’ door
demanding answers on his future.

"No there is no point in me doing that,
the managerial team are still sifting down
who they wanl to offer contracts to,” said
Mark.

T amt in the leam at the moment and
that is in my favour, and [ hope that can
help me (o sway their decision.”

Ellis believes he is ling his best
form art a critical time for Crewe

The centre-back admits he has had a

Elis helped Crewe enjoy their bigge

ELLIS JUST CONCENTRATING ON
GETTING THE JOB DONE

difficult few months fighting for his place
after being a regular alongside Harry
Davis last season.

He has kept hold of the shirt since
coming in for the concossed Adam
Dugdale on New Year's Day and believes
he is now firing on all cylinders.

"I've gol a bit of form and consistency
back over the last six or seven games, " he
added.

“I've been a bit disappointed with my
own form this season. [ didn’t feature at the
start, then I was a little bit in and out which
can ajfect your fitness.

"It takes four or five matches to get up to
full fitness again, but I've had o push
myself back in and make sure | stay there.”

When a march is delaved its usually
because of crowd problems, but our last
home game between Crewe and Brentford
was held up due 1o a husky dog

st ever league win at Vale Park

rampaging across groundsman john
Huxiey's hallowed turf.

In a weekend in which adverse weather
conditons caused fixture problems, the
Alexandra Stadium witnessed a husky
affect kick off.

The dog was seen running around the
half-way line before the match had chance
o begin, skipping past a few plavers
before disappearing into the stands.

After the match Crewe boss Steve Davis
jokingly said: “his team lucked bite against
the league leaders.”

One plaver glad to see the back of the
intruder was - Mathias Pogba, who showed
he'd lost none of silky movements, when
he saw the canine heading towards him.

So it will be Chesterfield v
Peterborough in the final of the JPT at
Wembley at the end of the month.

Of course the winners will follow
Crewe's name onto the trophy.

There was penalty shoot-oul agony for
today’s visitors Swindon as they missad
out on a dream final date.

Their Scuthern Area final second-leg tie
against Peterborough at the County
Ground ended 1-1 on the night - and 3-3
on agzregate - before Posh skipper Tommy
Rowe held his nerve to beat Wes
Foderingham and win the resultant shoot-
out 4-3.

In the Northern Area final
Chesterfield's appearance means they
have the chance to put their name on the
trophy for a second time having won it in
2012 ironically against Swindon.

My thoughts are with the family and
friends of Pete Warburion, who sadly
passed away after the elub’s superb 3-1
win over Port Vale. Pete was a really nice
guv and enjoyed following the Alex. He
was a top man and a top photographer and
will be sorely missed.

A reminder call Praise and Grumble
tonight after the game and have your say
on the Alex 01782 208 008.

Enjoy the game.
Graham
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way to get around Crewe

A OneDay unlimited traveal pass [Aduit £2.50, child
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ACTION

PORT VALE

Pope (76)

CREWE ALEXANDRA

Pogba (15), Aneke (48 p), Inman (73)

Sky Bet League One

Vale Park

Date: 22nd February 2014
Attendance: 7,812

CAPTIONS

1. Brotherly love put on hold
for this one! Harry greets
Joe before kick off.

2. Mathias Pogba smuggles
the ball over the line to set wal
us on the way in the derby.

3. Matt Tootle's clever drag
back sees him caught by
Vale’s captain Doug Loft. %
4. Chuks Aneke celebrates Qf
after slotting home the .
resultant penalry.

5. Granty, Pogs and Chuks
celebrate the killer third ;
with Brad at the away end. i
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TEAM LINE-UPS

Port Vale

Chris Neal
2. Adam Yates
3. Daniel Jones
5. Carl Dickinson
7. Doug Loft
11. Tom Pope
17. Joe Davis
18. Chris Lines
20. Jack Grimmer
21. Anthony Griffith
39. Jordan Hugill

From The Bench...

9. Jenninson Myrie Williams (39)
10. Gavin Tomlin (17)

28. Billy Knott (20)

Crewe Alexandra
21. Ben Garratt

2. Matt Tootle

16. Jon Guthrie

4. Harry Davis

5.  Mark Ellis

9. Mathias Pogba
14. Brad Inman
11. Byron Moore
26. Chuks Aneke
22. George Evans
42. Anthony Grant

From The Bench...
None
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CLUB SHOP E

e Crewe Alexandra Club Shop and
l Alexandra store on-line has a host of training
and replica clothing available. We have a
limited number of stadium jackets, sweatshirts,
hoodies, zip-jackets, T-shirts and polo-shirts

available, so please hurry while stocks last.

Fans are reminded that we only have a very limited
number of home and away shirts available left. Don’t
miss out if you want a replica shirt because once they CR EWE Gl Fr I D EAS
have gone they are gone.

Please call into the Club Shop at the game today or  ERSCLESRS Il 1o SN, /i1
during the week 9-5pm or visit on-line at BeanleMals.— .. . L 5000
www.thealexandrastore.co.uk. Alton Hat £8. .00
Trapper Hats £13.00

Dorchester Hat&ScarfSet  £14.99
CARBRINI LEISURE AND e e ]

TRAI N ' N G WEA R Snapbacks ................................................. £ 2000

Fhe niew range is NOW avallahio and is T e

priced at: BoxedMugs 500
Crewe Alexandra Track Jacket PE"C"CaseSetﬁf’W
(black, red, white) PinBadges = - = = EROD)
Adult: £35.00 Junior: £27.00 AarmGlock .~ . {499
Crewe Alexandra T-Shirts VelcoWallet ~ ~~ ~~ ~ £5.00
(red, black, white) iPhone4/4sCase ~  £10.00
Adult: £20.00 Junior: £16.00 iPhonebCase ~ ~ £10.00.
Crewe Alexandra Polo T-Shirts Koy Riges | [ 0 e
(red, black, white) Door Plaques """ " £4.25
Adult: £22.00 Junior: £17.00 WallPlagués™ -~~~ T #5325
Crewe Alexandra Rain Jackets M""' CUSh'O"s = e e (5009
(black and red) KeyRing&BadgeSet ~  £3.99

Adult: £45.00 Mousemat
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FREE FEMALE COACHING

lexandra Community Association is proud to launch the

Female Football Development programme (FFD) with

The Football League Trust. Set to play an integral role in
the progression of the Women's & Girls' game, Crewe
Alexandra shall drive participation growth and retention, as it
delivers free FFD sessions throughout 2014 and beyond.

Level 2 and above qualified coaches will deliver FFD sessions
aimed at 14-25 year-olds, in cohesion with Cheshire FA, Schools,
Colleges and Universities to engage with fresh participants, as part
of the new FA Women's and Girls’ programme. The programme
presents an investment of over £2.4m in the next two years from
Spor!t England funding, and aims to reach over 40,000 new players,

The Football League Trust’s FFD programme is a pivotal part of
this, distributing £547,000 across the country, with an ambitious
target to reach 14,760 new female players through Crewe
Alexandra and 53 of its fellow Football League clubs. FFD's
challenge, to account for over a third of The FA's aims, in
supporting the goal to make Women's Football the secand largest
team sport in the country behind men’s football, is one which The
Football League Trust is relishing.

Nicol Meredith, Natiopal Women's and Girls' Football Project
Co-ordinator said: “This is a faniastic opporiunity; the magnetism of
our club badges within local communities matched with the passion
of our coaches presents-a solid foundation to deliver engaging FFD
sessions. The Trust will embrace this chance, taking great pride in
helping 10 make The FA national female goal a reality.”

Mike Evans. General Manager of The Football League Trust
added: “We are delighted fa be woarking in partnership with The FA
and Sport England.on Female Football Development. A farge number
of our 72 trusts already deliver women’s and girls’ football to a very
hteh standard, but this additional funding will aflow more trusis to get

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS
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involved, and allow us to service the demand that we know is out
there to get more females into the game.”

FFD sessions aim to provide a relaxed and welcoming football
environment, with a key focus on Fun, Fitness and Friendship

Nicol Meredith said: “Whether il’s literally your first kick of a
football or you're ready to ease your way back into playing pressure
free, give it a go. The social aspect plays a huge part; it's-ahout
having a laugh with friends or people who soon will ba, as team sp
creates a unigue bond between people from diverse backgrounds,
helping ta develop characier. and skills iransferable beyond the
game. For those disillusioned by fitness, with tedious treadmills and
heavy gym fees, FFD sessions offer a refreshing change, putting fun
Back into keeping healthy.

Crewe Alexandra FC’s FFD officer, commented: Nick Pearce
“We're really excited to be a part of this inspiring programme, and
look forward lo Crewe Alexandra FC being among the clubs 2
forefront of the future female game in England. The populari
Women's football in our community continues to grow, and we're
delighted that we can run fun sassions and open avenues for those
who vash 1o progress beyond this. We are currently one of the i
prograssive clubs in the area with ladies teams at Undear 18's un
21s and senior level. With this programme we will look to conti
building the ladies club and progress through the women's football
pyramid,

For those who fall m love with the game for the first time, or all
over again, there a numerous pathways into the sport at Crewe
Alexandra., Whether you wish to excel in playing, from grassroots (0
elite, combine playing with education, or become a coach that
mspires the future generation: FFD is a foundation to go further

To learn more about Crewe Alexandra FC Female Football
Development programme, and how you can get involved with the
upcoming FREE sessions which are being delivered at Kingsgrove
School, Buchan Way, Crewe, CW2 7NQ on Thursdays please
contact Nick Pearce on 01279 216 682 or email
nick@alexsoccercentre.com

WWW.CREWEALEX.NET
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ACADEMY NEWS |

CREWE YOUNGSTERS SET FOR
INTERNATIONAL DUTY

lex youngsters George Ray and
Fraser Murdoch will both hope

to gain some international
experience this week. Ray will link
up with the Wales U21 squad far
their game with England, while
Murdoch will hope to make his

international debut after being called
into the Scotland U 19 squad for their

game Switzerland.

Liam Nolan could also Teature for the

Northern lreland U21 squad in their
game with ltaly. Nolan is currently on

standby for the squad but could eamn 2
call-up should there be any injuries over

this weekend.

Elsewhere, Mathias Pogba has been
withdrawn from the Guinea squad for
their friendly with Iran in Tehran. The

forward was named in the original Guinea

squad but it has been decided that the

journey may be too much for the forward
as he continues to lock to recover froma

serious knee injury last summer.

Fraser Murdock has been called up
for the Scotdand U-19 squad.

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS

For Ray and Murdoch though the

: next few days certainly look to be

¢ exciting. Despite a recent ankle injury,

: Ray will be looking to feature for Wales
in their big derby game with England

: U21's at Derby County’s iPro Stadium.

Up in Scotland, second-year scholar

Murdech will look to make his
international bow. The 18-year-old was
: called up for a training camp last year
but will now look to get some match-

: action for Scotland against
Switzerland in Livingston.

Murdoch has been a regular for the

i Crewe U18 and U21 side this season

i but wasn't involved in the Crewe U21
side that drew 1-1 al Derby earlier this
: week.

The injury hit Alex squad earned a

creditable draw against the Rams who
i took the lead from the Alex kick-off.
Kwame Thomas charged down-an

i attempted clearance prior to teeing up
: the onrushing Andy Dales, who coolly
: slotted into the net to stun the
visitors,

The Rams thought their afiernoon

i was going to be made easier just four
! minutes into the second half, as
striker Vadaine Oliver clashed with

: Mark O'Brien and was subsequently
sent off for allegadly elbowing the

i Irish defender.

However, the Alex soaked up a spell

: of pressure, regrouped, and soon drew
leval when George Cooper collected

: James Jones' incisive pass in the

; penalty area; before firing past former
: Alex goalkeeper Adam Legzdins on the
i hour. Our former academy graduate

i James Bailey also played for the Rams.

CREWE ALEXANDRA U21
FIXTURES 2013/14

F
Monday August 19th

Derby County (H) A
Friday August 23rd

Coventry City (A) 4 -
Monday September 2nd
Huddersfield (H) Z -

Monday September 16th

Sheffield Unitad (A) 5-
Monday October 7th
Birmingham City (H) - 1-
Tuesday November 5th
Sheffield Wednesday (A) 3 -
Monday December 2nd
Leeds United (A) 0 -

Monday December 10th
Nottingham Forest (H) 2 -

Monday December 16th

Barnsley (H) P -
Monday January 13th
Huddersfield (A) 9 -
Monday January 20th
Sheffield United (H) pic
Monday February 3rd
Birmingham City (A) 1-
Monday February 17th
Coventry City (H) PL
Monday February 24th

Derby County (A) The=

Monday March 10th
Leeds United (H) ~ =

Monday March 24th

Barnsley (A) -
Friday March 24th
Nottingham Forest (A) -

Monday April 7th
Sheffield Wednesday (H) -

* Played a2 Gresty Road

WWW.CREWEALEX.NET
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MARKETING
NEWS

HAVE A CLOSER kag) 5
CONNECTION WITH : Rl B
THE ALEX DURING 2014

hy not consider having more involvement

with your local football club during

20147 You can enhance your company's
branding with us through advertising or hiring
one of our many function rooms at the stadium.
We do evervthing at the Alexandra Stadium from
darts nights to blood donors to weddings.

With some great home fixtures coming up in the
second half of the season against the likes of
Wolverhampton Wanderers, Coventry City and Preston
North End then we have many business and
hospitality packages on offer

You can advertise with us for an unbeatable price
and this can range from advertising boards around
the Alexandra Stadium, to having a programme advert
in the Alex match day magazine to becoming the
official sponsor of the club's official web-site. We have
some great digital opportunities available at a great
price so why not consider doing a promotional
campaign with us?

We also offer match, match ball or kit sponsorship
to suit your own personal preferences and match day
packages can be tailored to suit your individual needs.
Get the best from an association with Crewe
Alexandra and make sure vou book early to avoid
disappeintment in what should be another exciting
second half of the season at Gresty Road.

CALL US NOW ON

TO BOOK YOUR
SPONSORSHIP
AND HOSPITALITY
PACKAGES

OFFICIAL MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OF CREWE ALEXANDRA FC




PP

@ TELEPHONE 01270 252 610

TICKET NEWS

For any further ticket enquiries or to book tickets please contact 01270 252 610 or e-mail tickets@crewealex.net

P

Football League One
08/03/14 - Kick off 3.00pm

" Pre-Match Match Day
 £2500 | £28.00
Senior Citizens |  £15.00 | £18.00
Students £15.00 | £18.00
Under 16’s £1200 | £15.00

e ——————

———

" Travel Information
Coaches depart at 10am and are priced as follows...
: Season Ticket Holders and Members £17.00
Non Season Ticket Holders £18.00

Football League One
11/03/14 « Kick Off 7.45pm

e Advance | Match Day
Adults : £20.00 | £22.00

" Senior Citizens £15.00 £17.00
“Under 18s £15.00 - £17.00

Travel Information

. Coaches depart at 4pm and are priced as follows...
Season Ticket Holders and Members £11.00
Non Season Ticket Holders

THE ALEX v THE ROBINS WWW.CREWEALEX.NET
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THE GAFFER

DARREN FERGUSON

The son of Manchester United legend Sir Alex Ferguson, Darren is forging an impressive managerial CV of his
own. As a player, Ferguson mode over 450 oppecrances with the likes of Unifed, Wolves, Sporfa Rotterdam and
Wrexham before moving into manogement with the Posh. He helped quide the London Road dub from League
Twa to the Chompionship before leaving the dub for Preston. After things didn't work out of Deepdale, Ferguson
E refurned fo Peterborough fo secure another prometion back fo the Chompioaship where they were aruelly

, relegated with o record points tally. Ferguson will be hoping for on instont return fo the second fier this season.

THE MAIN MAN

BRITT ASSOMBALONGA

One of the most prolific, if not the most prolific forwards in Leogue One, Assombalonga was o big money
signing for Peterborough lost summer from Wotford. Assombalongo spent lost season on loan with
Southend United where he bogged 16 goals and helped the dlub to the JPT Final ogainst the Alex. In the
summer of last year Peterborough swooped fo sign the forward for o reporied fee of £1.5 million ond that
large fee hos recorded o5 the powerful forward olready hios over 20 gocls fo his nome this ferm.

THE CONNECTION

TONY CLISS

A signing for the Alex in December 1982, Tony Cliss arrived from Peferborough Unifed. The winger hod made 85 leogue
appearances for the Pash scoring 11 goals befors he was persuoded to join the Alex. Cliss made his Alex debut ogainst 3
. Torquay United on December 3rd 1982 and wen! on to meke 121 oppearonces for the Alex scoring 11 goals. Unfortunately o+ ™
? injuries severely impacied the closing stoges of Cliss’ Alex career ond after just five oppecrances in the 1988/87 season, '

(liss colled time on his footballing carees

THE LAST MEETING
CREWE 2 PETERBOROUGH 2

# SEPTEMBER 7TH 2012 J ALEX: Qlfver (15), Leitch-Smith (21)

f THE POSH: Barneti (45), Bostwick (90)

| Michoel Bostwick headed on injury-fime equaliser os high-flying Peterborough United snafched o
draw of Crewe. Summer signing Vodaine Oliver opened his account for (rewe on 15 minutes, sliding
in from o Brod laman cross. Ajoy Leitch-Smith then slotted o second six minutes loter with o one-
touch finish from Lee Molynewd's long pass. Tyrone Barnett halved Crewe's lead by the break, offer
Mark Little's shot wos saved, before Bostwick steared in Lee Tomlin's coner o complete the resce.

OFFICIAL MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OF CREWE ALEXANDRA FC THE ALEX v THE ROBINS
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TICKETS

RESERVE YOUR SEAT NOW FOR THE REMAINING SEVEN GAMES

tis sure to be an exciting
climax to a tough season

with Crewe aiming to stay in :
League One. It will be a fight to :
: still offers supporters' Under-
: 11 a free season ticket if they
: are accompanied by an adult
: season ticket holder.

the finish and we need you
more than ever. After two
amazing trips to Wembley, we
now face a fight against
relegation and with some
tough but attractive home
games left, your support could
make all the difference in the
decisive run in. Come and get
behind the bays in the
remaining seven games
remaining at the Alexandra
Stadium.

With some superb matches
coming up against the likes of
Notts County, Coventry,
Wolves and Preston North End

: on the final day of the season,
: why not think about reserving

your own seat at a great price?
Don't forget that the club

For more information please

call the main Ticket Office on
: 01270 252 610 or email

. tickets@crewealex.net. :
i The shop and Ticket Office is :
: open for half an hour after the :
: final whistle.

. MEMBERSHIPS

! If you can't get to most home
: games then you should :
consider getting a membership
: to receive a discount on your  :

SEASON TICKETS

: match tickets. By becoming a
. Crewe Alexandra member you
¢ will get a reduction on all your
: match tickets, so it is a really
: cost effective way for you to

: watch live football more often.

TYPE

Adult

Senior Citizen 60+
Disabled

17-19 Year Olds
12-16 Year Olds
Under-11's

Full-time Students
Gold Season Ticket
Silver Season Ticket

™
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YOUNG MIDFIELDER RELISHING THE CHALLENGE

lthough he Is entangled

in a nail-hiting
relegation battle,
teenager George Evans
is very much relishing

the challenge of trying to keep Crewe

Alexandra in League One. The on
loan Manchester City starlet has
certainly rolled his sleeves up and is
fighting for the cause

The 19 vear old has formed a
recent successful partnership in the
centre of the pitch with the
influential Anthony Grant and the
club will be keeping their lingers
crossed that Lit'urz_;r is declared it for
today’s game after missing our mid
week defeat at Stevenage because of
a bruised foot. Youngster Liam Nolan
had to make his first start since
Stevenage at home back in October

Evans picked up the knock in the
fantastic 3-1 win over Port Vale last
weekend. It was a real battle in the
centre of the park with Grant also
taking some hefty challenges up
against the likes of Anthony Griffith
and Chris Lines

Crewe deservedly came through
the test at Vale Park and Evans was
thrilled that it was our fan base
enjoying the bragging rights after
previously losing 2-1 at Gresty Road
back in November. Evans scored his
first senior goal in that particular
fixture but was gutted that we ended
up losing that derby encounter.

“All the lads here have been telling
me all season what a big game Port
Vale is to everyone, so to go there and
win in style was massive for us,” says
George

“The most important thing for us
was (o get the three points but we
know how important it is to the
supporters. The fans were amazing
and we were delighted to have won the
game

“Those are the games you relish
playing in as a footballer. The
atmosphere was fantastic and the
game was very intense. It is a great
game (o be involved in and I think
everyone could see that we were well
up for it and we were looking forward
foil"

Evans was disappointed to miss
the mid-week trip to Stevenage but
hopefully the enforced rest will
allow him to face Swindon this
afternoon.

George told the Alex matchday
magazine: “They are all difficult

games in this division and you have
to play well o get anything. That is

why anyvone can beat anyone at the

i moment.

“Swindon beat us heavily in the
early part of the season but we have
improved considerably seen then and

. the lads are still very confident.

“We know that every point is going

* 1o be vital for us now. We need to get
- @as many poinfs as we can to move up

the table. We try not to take toc much
notice of the league table.
“It is all about concentrating on

i the next game and not worrying about

i what anyone else is doing. We have

: got to look after ourselves and make

: sure that our destiny remains in our
own hands.

“I think we are playving well enough
fo pick up the points we will need.”
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HA K0 F-A ATL  FIRSTXI

Toesday 6 Bury Copitol One Cup] A4 1945 23 214 Marfin  Tootle Dovis1  Cloyton  Osman  LeltchSamith (19 Roy Ancke 1 <73
Saturday 10 Milfon Keynes Dons A 150 M 89 Marfin  Tostle Mellor  Dovis  Coylon €20 Dsmon  Leltch-Semith <19 Roy Aneke
Soturdey 17 Tronmare Rovers Ho 1500 221 4720 Marfin Toutle Mallar Dovis.  Osmon Moore Ry Dfiver Ansks ¢
Saturday 24 Leyton Drient A 1500 02 4455 Mafim  Tootle  Mellor<M  Davik  Coyen Dsmm <20 Ry Oliver €11 Aneke

| Soturday 3 Swindon Town A 1500 L] 1419 Marim Tootle  Mellor <15 Davis Elis Cioyton Osman Inmon <34 Anske { |
Toesday 3 AccringtonStomley IFT | H 19:30 1.0 2077 Philiis  Toolle Davis His  Coyln <19 Osmen inman Roberton —— Aneks
Saturday 7 Pelerborough Unitled H  15:00 22 4509  Phillips  Teotle<d  Devis Ellis Demon  Leitch-Seith 1 Inmon Rebertson  Dibver 1 ¢4
Saturdoy 14 Walsall H 1500 03 4260 Philiips Tootie Davis Ellis QOsman 7 Laitch-Smith Inman Robertson.  Dliver ¢
Seturday 71 Dldhom Athiatic A0 M 4 Phillips ~ Toolle Devis Hisix  Clgylon Gsmon LeichSmith <27 Moo lamar

| Soturdoy 28 Gillinghon H 1500 03 4354  Phillips Devis 12  Elis  Coylen <24  Osmon LobchSmith 19 Moore tnman Guthric
Seturday 5 Notts County A 1500 04 b9 Phillips ~ Toetle Hlis Degdale Cloylon <77 Osman Moore Guthrie Oiver ¢
Toesdoy 8 Flestwaod Town JFT 2 A 1945 04 1928 Phillips Tootle Mellor Elli Dugdale  Cloyten (26 Dsmen Moore Oliver €
Soturday 12 Preston Nosth End A 1500 20 928 Phillis  Tootle  Meller Pl Dogdsle  Ooman Meare | Inmen 1 Tertan
Saturday 19 Bristol City H 150 10 4m Phillips  Tootle Mellor Hiis Dugdale  Osmon Moore | Turton Molynew ¢
Toesday 22 Stevonage H 1945 03 3682  Phillips  Tootle Mellor Ellis Dugdale  Dsmen Moore Nolan €15 Molynews ()|

| Sai 76 Shaffisld United A 1500 13 784 Tootie Mallor Osman Moorz Inmen <7 Dlive:
Saturday 2 Brodford City H 1500 00 5428 Mofin  Mellr  Guthde  Gront Davis Dogdale Cleyton €14 bons ~ Ofiver ¢
Saturday § Wyombs Wandersrs FACT A 15000 11 1999 Moriin ~ Meller  Guthcie  Grost | Davis Dugdale Cloyton €14 ang Ofiver <3
Saturday 16 Breatford A 1500 05 BE% Morfin  Guthrie  Mellor Gront  Dugdole Davis Antke (19 Bwmms (8 Oy
Toesday 19 Wyombe Wosderess /(R H 1945 02 1835 Garrati  Mellor  Guthie  Dsmam Ellis Dovis Cayton Grant Leitch-Srh
Satwrday 23 Port Vale H 1500 12 6820  frheridge  Tootle Mellor Dovis s Dogdole €25 Osmon  LeichSmith €27 Moor
Tuesday 28 Coriisle tnitzd A 4 12 1989 Fharidge  Tootle Metlor Dayis 1 Hiis €29  Dugdale Osman Leich-Smith €73 Moer:
Saterday 30 Cruwley Town H 1500 10 4001  Giheridge  Tootle Wellar Dovis  Duglole  Osmon Moore Hitcheock €26 Ofiver

|
Saturday 14 Caveniry Giy A 100 22 0 1EB Garroii  Tootle Mellor  Dmis Dugdole  Dsman Mogre Hitcheok 1 €14 Evom:
Seturday 21 Shrewsbury Town H 1500 11 4801 Garott  Toofle Mellor Dovis  Dugdale ¢5  Csman Mooz (14 Hitcheodk 1 Evane
Thorsday 26 Wolves A 1500 B0z 12893 Garott Tostle Metior Davis Gsman  Meors (10 Hischeock bons (47 Ellis
Sundoy 29 Colchester Unlied A 1500 21 3430 Garrott Toatle Mellor Davis Hiis Osman Inmon 1] Hiichoock | €12 bens <47
Wednesday 1 Carlisle United H 1500 2.1 4458  Gorol  Tootle Melior  Dovis Filis Osman tnman Hitcheodk €19 Aneke ) <1
Saturday 11 Rotherhom United A 1500 4 113 Garrott Tootle Meflor 1 Davis s Dsman Leitch Semith €9 Moore Inman
Saturday 18 Leyton Orieat H 1500 1.2 4830  Gomofl  Toofe  Mellyr Davis His  Osmon {22 LeitchSmith €30 Moore 1) lnmon
Toesday 71 MilionKeynesDons H 1945 20 3413 Gomont Toafle  Meller Davis His leackSmith 1 <3  Moore Inmen Even:

25 Troumere Reovers A 1500 3] 5045 Garsl! Tostls Mol Dervis Hiis  Lefich Smith €30 Maore €9 Inman Fvoms

Saturday 1 Sheffield United H 1500 30 5437 Garrett Tootle Davis Hiis  Pogha <30 Leitch-Smith <11 Inmas Guthrie Evons
Saturday B Brodford Gy A W60 3 1343 Gomott Toolke Davis Hlis Pagha | lomen Guthrie Fvams Aneke
Saturday 15 Brentford H 1500 13 4817  Gomom  Tootle Davis His  Osmon<79  Pogbo laman <11 Guthriz Even:
Saturdoy 22 Port Vele A1 3 7812 Gemot . Toolle  Dovs Bis  Paghal  Moore taman | Guthria Bvars
Toesdoy 25 Stavanage A 1845 W 1970 Eheddge  Tooth  Dovis Ellis Pogho  Moors <29 loman Guthrie Nolas
Saturday 1 Swindon Town H o 15:00
Saturdoy B Peterborough United L1500
Toesday 11 Walsall A9
Saturday 15 Oldham Athletic H 15:00
Saturday 22 Gillinghom A 1500
Teesday 25 Hotts County H 19:45
Saturdoy 29 Coventry City H 1500

7 e ———————it i g e

Saturdoy 5 {rowley Town A 1500
Saturday 12 Violves H 15:00
Friday 18 Shrewsbury Town A 1500
Morday 21 Colchester United H 1500
Saturday 26 Bristol Gity A 150

Saturday 3 Preston North Ead H 15:00
Sotvrday 17 EA. Cop Final
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Sky Bet League One | Saturday 1st March 2014 | KO 3.00pm

. SCAAMMINOAR
Al EXANDRA TOMM

Mansger: STEVE DAVIS Vanager: MARK COOPER
Steve Phillips

| Matt Tootle
i Nidion

Referee:
Rob Lewis
] Assistant Referees:
8 RyanMason T 1 ;'\-Iark “‘."?‘ an
E —‘9— NeTanger Peter Wright
10 AdayLeitchSmith . " 110 Andy Williams | Fourth O_If icial:
11 - Byron Moore L " 11 Alex Pritchard | 0 Darren Strain
) liji(iﬁ}rge Ray | 12 Dany N'Guessan i
‘14 Braddenlnman | 14 James McEveley
'16 Jon Guthrie | i 15 Yaser Kasim

18 Liam Nolan ] 16 Mark Francis = MATCH STATS

19 | Vadaine Oliver i i 18 Alex Ferguson

HALF-TIME FULL-TIME

120 Ollie Turton i 19 Tpu_:;'ihmnpsun S e ey o e

‘21 BenGarrat | 21 AlexSmih
22 GeorgeEvans 122 Darren Ward E
26 Chuks Aneke 23 Jack Barthram [ ]
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